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movements & year. In addition the system will per*
mit a continuous flow of traffic.
Mechanical loading and unloading is advancing
quickly; at Locust Point near Baltimore they have a
mechanism which unloads bulk material directly
from the ship hold into the box car. An automatic
belt conveyor capable of handling twenty cubic feet
an hour runs the full length of the 800-foot pier. In
a general way these appliances allow one man to do
more than ten might do in the old manual-effort way.
But brute force is still the power that loads and un-
loads most of our ships and railway trains.
The handling of the ocean-going craft is especially
wasteful; the freights are mostly mixed and therefore
not capable of standardized handling, but there is no
ocean record even to be mentioned in the same breath
with the achievements on the Great Lakes. The
record there is held by the steamer Widener which
unloaded 10,636 gross tons of ore into cars in two
hours and fifty minutes. The loading record is held
by the Corey which took on 9,457 gross tons of ore
at Superior, Wisconsin, in 25 minutes. The vessel
docked at 1:40 p. M., the loading began at 2:43 p. M.,
was concluded at 3:08 p. M., and the boat sailed away
at 3:15 p. M. The ocean steamship companies are